
Area Performance Project 

Area Performance Project presents The Works artistry in both traditional and non-traditional venues 
throughout New York City. It is a program that is supported by the NYC Department of Cultural Affairs.  
The company visits approximately 15 venues each year. Although the program presents performances in 
traditional dance theatres, its main thrust is to extend past an exclusively proscenium theater environment 
to offer presentations in locations where people work, gather and play, thereby reaching a diverse audience 
inclusive of all walks of life, cultures and ages.   

A selection of repertory and works-in-process are presented with introductions and conversations with the 
audience.  Our aim is to broaden the company’s reach and engage those who may not seek out dance in a 
traditional venue. In this manner, the company hopes to awaken interest and develop new audiences for 
contemporary dance, while also bringing awareness to other art forms in our community.  

Jennifer Muller/ The Works (JMTW) has established a dynamic international presence with tours to 39 
countries on four continents. JMTW most recently returned from a successful three city tour in China 
where the company was invited to perform in Tianjin, Harbin and Beijing. Early in Muller's career,  she 
began an investigation into Eastern thought that led to the formation of the dance technique that is 
referred to as Muller Polarity Technique. Muller’s technique is now taught in accredited dance programs in 
numerous countries around the world. Taoist philosophy and the Chinese energy system concepts have 
both largely influenced the content of Muller’s professional-training programs and informed the core 
philosophy of The Works itself. Because of our company's two decade long relationship with eastern 
thought, our dancers would further enrich the art patrons experience.  

Another influential component of The Works' philosophy is that the arts and the act of creativity, in all its 
forms, have the potential to be a force for good and lead to a more positive society.  The Works strongly 
believes that this initiative provides an invaluable platform to increase the awareness and appreciation of 
the creative power and expressive potential of dance and to communicate a respect for all people, as 
evidenced by the company's cross-cultural membership.  

Over many years, The Works has presented performances in major theaters in NYC as well as a variety of 
locations including Bryant Park Festival, Children's Museum of Manhattan, Ivy Brown Gallery, Dahesh 
Museum, New York and Brooklyn Botanical Gardens, South Street Seaport, the Dutesco Gallery, DRA in 
Times Square, Javits Center, Central Park Summerstage, Barnes & Noble, and the United Nations.  

The Area Performance Project is, in part, supported by The Department of Cultural Affairs. In addition, The 
Works welcomes partnerships with a range of organizations, designing specific programs for individual 
situations and demographics. The number of performers is based on venue and schedule.  

PROGRAM for 2017 

The repertory for the 2017 Area Performance Project will be chosen from the following excerpts of 
selections presented. Alchemy and Flowers are the most heavily influenced by eastern philosophy.  
Note: All choreography by Jennifer Muller 

Alchemy 
Music Compilation: Kangding Ray, Andy Stott, John Talabot 



Video Projection Design: Mark Bolotin 
Lighting Design: Jeff Croiter 
Costume Design: Belle McIntyre and Stageworks (recycled) 
 
Alchemy was first premiered in 2015 as a significant work based upon the crucible of change. Originally a 
forerunner of chemistry, alchemy concerned itself with transformation. The physical transmutation of 
matter became an analogy for the internal alchemy of spiritual revelation. The piece mirrors the classically-
delineated four elements of air, fire, earth and water. Just as new growth forests are created by controlled 
burning, personal evolution often needs a violent catalyst to create a glimmer of enlightenment. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7lEZSzg7Fjc 
 
Flowers  
Flowers, impressionistic in nature and based on the five seasons of the Chinese calendar, echoes the widely 
divergent moods of Barbara Bordnick’s extraordinary photographs. The dance captures the spirit of Ms. 
Bordnick’s work as the flowers represented become symbols of growth, delicacy, sensuality, and fleeting 
beauty.  Original Music by Lawrence Nachsin 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BohaYXAp0dE 
 
Grass  
Grass is a piece loosely inspired on Leaves of Grass by Walt Whitman, from the depth of meaning and 
essential spirit of the writing. Whitman’s sensibility—his celebration of life and his awareness that the 
threads connect us all—stem from the shared experience of longing, loneliness and the need for 
companionship—from the contentment of being and the mystery of our connection to the earth and each 
other.  Original Music by Julia Kent. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bUs3KlV9hMw 
 
MISERERE NOBIS 
(Premiere: 2014) 
Music: Samuel Barber: Allegeri: Miserere. (Agnus Dei Qui Tollis Peccata Mundi) Opus 11 
Music Performed by: Richard Marlow & the Choir of Trinity College* 
Lighting Design: Jeff Croiter 
Costume Design: Sachi Masuda and Stageworks 
 
Miserere Nobis is an entreaty for mercy and grace. In an age of unspeakable conflict and cruelty, loss and 
grief, each of us asks forgiveness for all of us. 
Choreography copyright (c) Jennifer Muller 2014 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rn4TNmaplbk 
 
Momentum  
Created to celebrate the company’s 30th anniversary, the piece investigates energy, impetus and forward 
motion—elements necessary to create action. Influenced by “street style, ” competitive interaction, 
perseverance and the energy of NYC. Music by Yello. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8fTW0npvWqA 
 

Speeds  

(Premiere: 1973) 
Original Music: Burt Alcantara 
Original Lighting Design: Richard Nelson 
Costume Design: William Katz and Stageworks 
 



Speeds, premiered in 1974, is the signature piece of The Works' early years. The piece is danced to the 
original music of Burt Alcantara, a pioneer in computer-generated music. Based on contrasts of velocities 
and dynamics, Speeds is essentially an elaborate theme and variations. The single word change is voiced by the 
dancers on stage came to signify the essence of dance and even life itself . Speeds became to be known 
worldwide for its contrast of virtuosic dancing and casual movement, its generosity of spirit and its 
celebratory atmosphere. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8CzjLJTOudg  

Working Title 

(Premiere: 2016) 
Music: Yut and The Hot Four 
Original Lighting Design: Jeff Croiter 
Costume Design: Ornella Lukac 

Working Title contends that any significant relationship requires constant work to avoid conflict and 
misunderstanding. Relationships ranging from cursory and forgettable to deeply passionate are often 
difficult to define. The piece focuses on how intense emotion thwarts relationship, confounds hope of 
communication, affects levels of intimacy and confuses undefined attractions. Yut and the Hot Four' wildly 
passionate music creates a vibrant and urgent atmosphere which echoes the virtuosity of JMTW's dancers.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a_nsEdYz0QA 
  Original Music by Marty Beller 
For More Information and to schedule an event, please contact: 

Hutch Hagendorf (Area Performance Coordinator) 
admin@jmtw.org

Katy Neely (General Manager)
kneely@jmtw.org
212-691-3803 

Cynthia Liu (Special Administrator) 
cliu@jmtw.org 
212-691-3803 




